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sluggish. This is deplorable because the authority for governing
the Empire lies with the Colonial Office, which is directly
responsible to the British Parliament,, in turn directly responsible
to the British electorate. With an indifferent electorate most
M.P.S have not felt stimulated to enquire into the intricacies of
colonial administration. There have always been a few stalwarts
in Parliament,, and a number of specialist organizations who
have watched the interests of dependent peoples. But with some
exceptions there was little coherence or organized drive in this
work. There were all too few bodies who really understood and
followed events in the different Colonies,, who bothered to
create personal contacts with the Colonies., and were able to
talk with regular authority; and the people in the Colonies who
were suffering from a sense of grievance rarely knew to whom
to turn to champion their claims.

The Fabian Tradition

When the Fabian Society decided to establish a special
department to deal with colonial affairs, its first action wras to
invite those colonial experts who were sympathetic with the
Labour viewpoint to join a committee to advise on the work,
and act as a link between the Bureau and outside opinion. Mr,
Creech Jones, who for some years had been one of the very few
Members of Parliament to take a detailed and lively interest in
colonial affairs,, agreed to act as Chairman, and provide the
liaison between the Bureau and Parliament, From the start the
Bureau determined to work within the Fabian tradition, which
has always commenced with research. There are too many
organizations in all spheres of public life, clamouring for action,
denouncing, appealing to public conscience, and too few who
base their appeals and denunciations on solid knowledge and a
painstaking collection of the facts. The Fabian Society is admir-
ably, almost uniquely, placed for a combination of research and
political action. It has not the resources of a university which
might tempt it to pursue research for research's sake. Circum-
stances compel it, therefore, to concentrate chiefly on applied